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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 01/21/03 & 08/12/03 . 
2a)M This action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice u nder Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1-13.17.21 and 32-36 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) ^ Claim(s) 1-12 is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 13.17.21 and 32-36 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

» 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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The communication dated 09/09/03 has been considered with the following results: 



Restriction 



1. The Restriction Requirement dated 08/12/03 is hereby withdrawn as further considered 
by the examiner. All pending claims 1-13, 17, 21 and 32-36 will be examined together in this 
present application. 



2. The original patent, or a statement as to loss or inaccessibility of the original patent, must 
be received before this reissue application can be allowed. See 37 CFR 1.178. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by anotheT filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 13, 21, 32 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Smith (US 5,500,776). 

Smith, according to Figs. 1-8, shows a disk drive for a disk comprising all the features of 
the instant claimed invention as interpreted as follow: 

Regarding claim 13, see Figs. 1-4 of Smith which show a disk for a hard disk drive (7) 
which contains a read element (6) and write element (5), wherein the disk (see Fig. 2) 



Original Patent 
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comprising a plurality of tracks each having a track centerline (105 or 107) and includes a 
dedicated track having stored thereon one or more system parameter (offset information stored 
in area 1 1 1 or 1 12) aligned with the centerline of the dedicated track. Note: The limitation of 
"dedicated track intended to be read first before any other ones of said plurality of tracks upon 
powering up of the hard disk drive" is directed to an intended used use of the disk with the disk 
drive and has nothing related to the structure of the disk as recited in claim 13. Therefore, this 
limitation is not considered or given any patentable weight since it is directed to the intended use 
of the invention. 

Regarding claims 21, see Figs. 2-8 which shows system parameters (offset information) 
are written onto a disk (see offset information written in areas 1 1 1 and 112 in Fig. 2) of a disk 
drive by aligning a write element (5) of a head (7) with a centerline of a dedicated track (see 
Figs. 3 and 4), and the system parameters (offset information) are written onto the dedicated 
track (see offset information written in areas 111 and 112 shown in Fig. 2) so that the system 
parameters (offset information) are aligned with the dedicated track (see column 5, line 50 to 
column 6, line 44) . Note: The limitation of "dedicated track being intended to be read first 
during powering up of the hard disk drive" is directed to an intended used use of the disk with 
the disk drive and has nothing related to the method of writing a system parameter onto the disk 
as recited in claim 21. Therefore, this limitation is not considered or given any patentable weight 
since it is directed to the intended use of the invention. 

Regarding claims 32 and 34, see column 5, line 50 to column 6, line 3. 



Application/Control Number: 09/765,89 1 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2653 

5. Claims 13, 17, 21 and 32-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Valent (US 5,867,353). 

Valent, according to Figs. 1 and 3-5, shows a disk drive and a disk comprising all the 
features of the instant claimed invention as interpreted as follow: 

Regarding claim 13, see Figs. 1, 3 and 5 of Valent which show a disk (12) for a disk 
drive (10) that has a head (20) which contains a read element (44) and write element (46), and 
wherein the disk (see Fig. 5) having a plurality of tracks each of which has a track centerline CL 
and the tracks including a dedicated track being intended to be read first during powering up of 
the hard disk drive (see column 4. lines 8-20) having stored thereon one or more system 
parameter (50-60) aligned with the centerline (CL) of the dedicated track. 

Regarding claims 17, see the rejection applied to claim 13 above and further see Fig. 1 
which shows a spin motor (14) to which the disk is attached; an actuator arm (22) to which the 
head (20) is coupled; and a servo controller (see circuit 30) configured to read the dedicated 
track, as recited in claim 17 (see column 2, line 58 to column 3, lines 30). 

Regarding claims 21, see Figs. 1-5 of Valent which shows a system parameters (50-60) 
are written on a dedicated track (see Fig. 5) by aligning a write element (46) of the head (20) 
with the centerline CL of the dedicated track so that the system parameter (50-60) are aligned 
with the centerline (CL) of the dedicated track (see column 3, lines 32-67), and the dedicated 
track being intended to be read first during powering up the hard disk drive (see column 4, lines 
8-20). 

Regarding claims 32-34, see column 3, lines 32-67. 
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Regarding claim 35, see Figs. 1-5 of Valent which shows a hard disk drive (see Fig. 1) 
having a head (20) contains a read element (44) and a write element (46), and wherein upon 
power up of the disk drive, the read element (44) is aligned with the centerline of the dedicated 
track and the system parameters (50-60) are read from the dedicated track while the read element 
(44) is aligned with the centerline of the dedicated track (see column 4, lines 8-20). 

Regarding claim 36, see column 3, lines 32-67. 

Response to Arguments 
6. In response to Applicant's arguments filed 01/21/03, Applicant's attention is drawn to 
Fig. 2 and column 5, line 35 to column 6, line 10 for the limitation of system parameters aligned 
with the centerline of a dedicated track, and Applicant also should note that the limitation 
related to how or where to read the system parameters upon powering up the disk drive is 
directed to an intended use of the disk with the disk drive and has nothing related to the 
structure of the disk as recited in claim 13 or the method of writing a system parameter onto the 
disk as recited in claim 21 . Therefore, the limitation related to how or where to read the system 
parameters upon powering up the disk drive is not considered or given any patentable weight 
since it is directed to the intended use of the invention. Since the limitation related to how or 
where to read the system parameters upon powering up the disk drive is not considered or given 
any patentable weight, Smith, according to Figs. 1-8, does disclose all the features as recited in 
the claimed invention as pointed out in the above rejection. 

Also, Applicant's attention is drawn to Fig. 5 and column 3, line 32 to column 6, line 20 
of Valent which clearly teaches the use of system parameters (50-60) aligned with the centerline 
of a dedicated track. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



7. Claims 1-12 are allowed over the prior art of record because the prior art of record, 
considered in combination or individually, fails to suggest or fairly teach a disk or a hard disk 
drive including a disk including a combination of all features as recited in claim 1, lines 4-16, in 
claim 5, lines 8-20, or a method for calibrating and storing offset information including a 
combination of step (a) to step (d) as recited in claim 9. Claims 2-4, 6-8 and 10-12 are allowed 
with their respective parent claim. 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 



9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thang V. Tran whose telephone number is (703) 308-1551. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday to Friday, from 7:30AM to 6:30PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Korzuch can be reached on (703) 305-6137. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9314 for regular 
communications and (703) 872-9314 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 




ThangW. Tran 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2653 



